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What is an RSS Feed? 



What is RSS?  
�  RSS: Really Simple Syndication, a family of  web-feed 

formats used to publish frequently updated works in a 
standardized format 

�  Examples: 
�  Google Reader 
�  Mysyndicaat 
�  Bloglines 
�  Lazyfeed 
�  Feedly 
�  Superfeedr 
�  My.alltop 
�  NewsisFree 



Who Uses RSS?  
Content-Producers 

�  Can aggregate article 
research in one place 

�  Can follow breaking new 
stories  

�  Organize by categories/
folders 

�  Can share with other 
researchers or copywriters 



Who Uses RSS?  
Job Seekers 

�  Save Time! Can follow 
multiple job websites in 
one place 

�  Receive updates when a 
new listing is posted 

�  No subscribing to 
emails  



Who Uses RSS?  
E-Patients 

�  Can track news on a 
specific health topic 

�  Will be updated when 
favorite blogger writes a 
new post 

�  Discover when new 
research has been 
published 

�  Track comments/posts 
in online communities  



Who Uses RSS?  
Marketers 

�  Competitive Research and 
Awareness: Stalk all of  your 
competitors in one place 

�  Brand Monitoring: Discover 
new mentions of  your brand 
in social media outlets, 
blogs, and news sources 

�  SEO: Inbound Link 
Monitoring 

�  Avoid Spam Filters: Only Opt-
In Readers See Your Content 
(They subscribe!)  



Who Uses RSS?  
Average Joe 

�  Bloggers can leverage 
RSS Readers to find new 
blogs related to their 
interests 

�  Streamlined News Feed 
Saves Time for Everyone! 
RSS Readers push news 
you care about into into 
one single place: blogs, 
news, journals, social 
media.  



How to Optimize Google 
Reader 

Step One: Create Folders. 
Folders allow you to group 
feeds by Topic (IE: Tech, 
Business, etc) 

 



Step 1: Set Up Folders 
Steps: 
1.  Go to Subscriptions > Click on Subscription 

Drop Down to Add Folders > Create New Folder  
2.  Create as many folders as you’d like 
 
Tada! 
•  Now, instead of  clicking on “All Items” you can 

read feeds from each sub-group separately 
 
•  Feeds can easily be moved from one folder to 

another using this same drop down menu 
 
 



Step 1: Set Up Folders 



How to Optimize Google 
Reader 

Step Two: Use Shortcuts. 
Google Reader supports 
keyboard shortcuts, allowing 
you to skim through 
hundreds of  feeds much 
more efficiently 



Step 2: Google Reader Shortcuts 
j/k – selects the next/previous item in the list 
space/shift-space – moves the page down/up 
n/p – in list view, selects the next item without opening it 
o – in list view, expands or collapses the selected item 
enter – in list view, expands or collapses the selected item 
s – stars the selected item 
shift-s – shares the selected item 
m – switches the read state of  the selected item 
t – opens the tagging field for the selected item 
v – opens the original source for this article in a new window 
shift-a – marks all items in the current view as read 
shift-n/p – selects the next/previous subscription or folder in the navigation 
shift-x – expand or collapse a folder selected in the navigation 
shift-o – opens the item currently selected in the navigation 
gh – goes to the Google Reader homepage 
ga – goes to the “All items” view 
gs – goes to the “Starred items” view 
gt – allows you to navigate to a tag by entering the tag name 
gu – allows you to navigate to a subscription by entering the subscription name 
u – hides and shows the list of  subscriptions 
? – displays a quick guide to all of  Reader’s shortcuts 



How to Optimize Google 
Reader 

Step Three: Put Reader in a Bookmark to Read Subscriptions with one click! 

Go to Settings > Goodies Tab > Scroll to Bookmark Section 



How to Optimize Google 
Reader 

Step Four: Put Reader in a Bookmark to Subscribe to Feeds with one click! 

Go to Settings > Goodies Tab > Scroll to Bookmark Section 



How to Optimize Google 
Reader 

Step Five: Use Google Reader Trends to Check Your Reading Habits & Delete Feeds 

On Left Hand Column > Click Trends 



Questions? 


